
Assessing	  Public	  Investment	  in	  Northern	  New	  Jersey	  

OBJECTIVE	  
	  

As	  part	  of	  Together	  North	  Jersey’s	  (TNJ)	  process	  to	  develop	  a	  Regional	  Plan	  for	  Sustainable	  Development,	  
the	  Bloustein	  School	  for	  Planning	  and	  Public	  Policy	  at	  Rutgers	  University	  and	  PlanSmart	  NJ	  conducted	  a	  
Regional	  Fair	  Housing	  and	  Equity	  Assessment	  (FHEA).	  The	  FHEA	  analyzed	  segregaJon,	  concentraJons	  of	  
poverty,	  areas	  of	  opportunity,	  and	  the	  equitable	  distribuJon	  of	  infrastructure	  investments.	  	  
	  
METHOD	  AND	  LIMITATIONS	  
	  

Using	  data	  from	  the	  US	  Census	  Bureau,	  the	  FHEA	  analyzed	  the	  demographic	  profile	  of	  the	  region	  and	  
idenJfied	  spaJal	  paMerns	  of	  segregaJon,	  concentrated	  poverty,	  and	  “communiJes	  of	  concern”,	  or	  places	  
that	  have	  high	  concentraJons	  of	  minority,	  low-‐income,	  and	  other	  disadvantaged	  households.	  Indicators	  
were	  mapped	  at	  the	  block	  group	  level.	  Data	  on	  public	  investment	  from	  agencies	  in	  New	  Jersey	  was	  
geocoded	  to	  assess	  the	  geographic	  distribuJon	  of	  investment	  in	  the	  region.	  Overlaying	  public	  investment	  
over	  the	  demographic	  analysis	  allowed	  for	  a	  disparity	  analysis	  that	  showed	  how	  equitably	  investment	  is	  
distributed	  throughout	  the	  region.	  Data	  on	  public	  investment	  was	  not	  available	  for	  all	  public	  investment	  
programs.	  
	  
RECOMMENDATIONS	  
	  

This	  analysis	  idenJfied	  areas	  where	  investment	  is	  occurring	  on	  a	  program	  by	  program	  basis,	  in	  the	  way	  
the	  investment	  program	  are	  administered.	  Further	  analysis	  should	  look	  at	  how	  all	  the	  investment	  
programs	  work	  together	  to	  bridge	  gaps	  between	  communiJes	  with	  high	  concentraJons	  of	  minority	  and	  
low-‐income	  households	  with	  opportuniJes	  for	  educaJon,	  jobs,	  and	  a	  beMer	  quality	  of	  life.	  
	  

DEMOGRAPHIC	  PROFILE	  

Investment	  in	  TransportaHon	   Investment	  in	  Economic	  Development	   Investment	  in	  EducaHon	  

Investment	  in	  Energy	   Investment	  in	  the	  Arts	   Further	  EvaluaHon	  

Funding	  for	  Together	  North	  Jersey	  was	  provided	  by:	  HUD	  Office	  of	  Economic	  Resilience-‐Sustainable	  CommuniJes	  Regional	  Planning	  Grant	  	  
The	  work	  that	  provided	  the	  basis	  for	  this	  publicaJon	  was	  supported	  by	  funding	  under	  an	  award	  with	  the	  U.S.	  Department	  of	  Housing	  and	  Urban	  Development.	  The	  substance	  and	  findings	  of	  the	  work	  are	  dedicated	  to	  the	  public.	  The	  author	  and	  publisher	  are	  solely	  responsible	  fore	  the	  accuracy	  
of	  the	  statements	  and	  interpretaJon	  contained	  in	  this	  publicaJon.	  Such	  interpretaJons	  do	  not	  necessarily	  reflect	  the	  views	  of	  the	  Government.	  	  
	  

More	  informaJon	  on	  Together	  North	  Jersey	  and	  the	  Regioanal	  Plan	  for	  Sustainable	  Development	  can	  be	  found	  at	  www.togethernorthjersey.com.	  More	  informaJon	  on	  PlanSmart	  NJ	  can	  be	  found	  at	  www.plansmartnj.org.	  	  

All	  investment	  programs	  overlaid	  over	  
CommuniHes	  of	  Concern	  demographic	  analysis	  
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